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s local governments continue to deal with the consequences of state and federal funding cuts, their
attention naturally focuses on large-ticket items
impacting their operating budgets.
There is hardly a larger ticket item than the cost of
energy used for the operation of water and wastewater systems—accounting for 25% to 40% of the operating budgets
for wastewater utilities and approximately 80% of drinking
water processing and distribution cost, according to the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.
The good news is that energy costs can be reduced by
improving system operations and upgrading equipment, and
through promoting water conservation and water loss prevention measures. Just increasing the efficiency of pumps
and aeration equipment can achieve significant cost savings.
Neda Simeonova, editorial director
For example, Manteca, a city in San Joaquin County,
nsimeonova@sgcmail.com
Calif., is planning to upgrade its existing blowers with highefficiency turbine blowers at its wastewater plant in an effort
to extend its string of five straight years without an increase
in sewer rates. The savings potential was identified during an audit under the California Wastewater Optimization
Program, according to a recent Manteca Bulletin report.
Utilities also are considering the use of various alternative energy options to reduce dependence on traditional energy sources. Wind turbines and solar panels are quickly emerging on
facility sites to power water and wastewater treatment operations.
Some wastewater facilities are taking advantage of onsite energy generation by capturing the
energy in wastewater and utilizing biogas from their anaerobic digesters in a combined heat and
power system as “free” fuel to supplement some or all of their energy use, turning them into “net
zero” consumers of energy.
Of course, improving system operations and upgrading facilities with new energy-efficient
technologies does not come for free. Despite the financial barriers, perhaps the most compelling
argument in favor of investing in energy efficiency improvements is that they provide utilities
with an opportunity to free up much-needed resources that otherwise would be spent on energy
costs. Additionally, utilities are already under a lot of pressure to keep service rates down, and
managing their energy use can alleviate some of this pressure.
As water infrastructure and outdated equipment creep closer to their expiration dates, it is
critical for water and wastewater facilities to turn to energy-efficient improvements and become
responsible energy consumers and producers. The technology choices we make today can determine not only energy use, but the sustainable future of our water and wastewater facilities
for decades to come. It is time to recognize that efficient energy use leads to smart use of our
resources, including the most precious one of all—water.

EDITORIAL STAFF
Editorial Director

Neda Simeonova

Managing Editor

Elizabeth Lisican

Associate Editor

Kate Cline

Associate Editor

Mary Beth Nevulis

Associate Editor

Amy McIntosh

Associate Editor

Williette Nyanue

Designer

Robin Hicks

Adv ertising & Sales
7150 E. Camelback, Suite 325 • Scottsdale, AZ 85251
480.941.0510 • F: 480.423.1443
Integrated Media Consultant
		

David Rairigh
drairigh@sgcmail.com (phone x25)

Integrated Media Consultant
John Rogier
		jrogier@sgcmail.com
		 (Arlington Heights office, 847.391.1053)
Integrated Media Consultant
		

Celeste Scarfi-Tellez
cscarfi@sgcmail.com, 831.703.4345

Integrated Media Consultant
Matt Burk
		mburk@sgcmail.com
		 (Arlington Heights office, 847.954.7907)
Classified Sales Manager
		

Donna Aly
daly@sgcmail.com (phone x13)

Reprint Coordinator
Adrienne Miller
		amiller@sgcmail.com
		 (Arlington Heights office, 847.391.1036)
List Rental Contact
Geffrey Gardner
		geffrey.gardner@reachmarketing.com
		845.201.5331
Advertising Coordinator
Erica Rivera
		erivera@sgcmail.com
		 (Arlington Heights office, 847.391.1049)

M a nagement
Vice President/Group Publisher
Associate Publisher
VP Custom Publishing

Dennis Martyka
Greg Tres
Diane Vojcanin

VP Events

Harry Urban

Sr. VP eMedia &
Information Technology

Joel Hughes

Director of
Audience Development

Doug Riemer

Manager of Editorial &
Creative Services

Lois Hince

Corporate
Chairperson

K.S. Gillette

President/CEO

E.S. Gillette

Sr. Vice President
Sr. Vice President, CFO
Chairman Emeritus

A. O’Neill
Dave Shreiner
H.S. Gillette (1922-2003)

Editorial Adv isory Board
Dr. YuJung Chang
Paul Rice
Dawn C. Kristof Champney

HDR Engineering Inc.
Siemens Water Technologies
WWEMA

Tom Mills

Severn Trent Services

Dr. Larry W. Moore

University of Memphis

Andy Richardson

Greeley & Hansen LLC

Chuck Reading

REACO Associates LLC

Statement of Purpose
Water & Wastes Digest is published exclusively for the 80,000+ decision makers
in the municipal and industrial water, wastewater and water pollution industries.
These individuals actively design, specify, buy, operate and maintain the equipment,
chemicals and services used for water treatment. Editorial content in this audited
publication highlights new products and technologies concerning the supply,
collection, treatment and distribution of drinking water; the collection, treatment
and disposal of wastewater; and hazardous waste pollution control. A product
directory is included in the annual June Buyer’s Guide.
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