
A re water and wastewater utilities energy hogs? Unfortunately, the answer is yes. The U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency estimates that 3% of the national energy consumption, or 

approximately 56 billion kilowatt hours (kWh) is used for waste and wastewater services. 

Faced with constantly increasing operating costs due to outdated equipment and increasing infra-

structure demands, the water and wastewater industry is in search of cost-saving measures, and for 

many, a decrease in energy use is the primary target. 

This comes as no surprise. Research shows that despite tight 

budgets, utilities spend about $4 billion per year on energy to 

pump, treat, deliver and collect water. 

According to the EPA, the cost of running drinking water and 

wastewater systems can reach one-third of a municipality’s energy 

bill. Furthermore, the EPA estimates that if drinking water and 

wastewater systems reduced energy use by just 10% through cost-

effective investments in energy efficiency, combined they would 

save about $400 million and 5 billion kWh annually. In addition, 

energy efficiency can also result in significant water savings. 

Across the country, municipalities and facilities are encour-

aged to adopt technologies that not only meet environmental 

standards but also offer energy-efficient solutions. As a result, 

there are various programs, such as energy studies and capital 

incentives for installation of energy-efficient technology designed 

to assist facilities in making the right energy decisions.

For example, the New York State Energy Research and 

Development Authority offers financial assistance to municipali-

ties to install new equipment that will result in increased energy 

efficiency in their water and wastewater treatment facilities.

Echoing this trend is the development of new energy-efficient technologies. Today, various tech-

nologies, equipment and operating techniques are available to help water and wastewater facilities 

lower their energy costs. And the industry has responded. 

Water & Wastes Digest, for example, has featured a number of case studies on how water and 

wastewater facilities facing major increases in energy costs have applied automation and instrumen-

tation—variable frequency drives, programmable logic controllers, energy-efficient motors as well as 

heating and ventilation improvements—to reduce energy costs. 

Although energy efficiency is clearly on the minds of water treatment professionals, in addition 

to promoting new energy-efficient technology and developing state programs to assist public water 

systems and wastewater treatment facilities to better manage their energy use, the industry must 

not underestimate the education factor. 

While much is being done to promote the benefits of energy-efficient technologies, more impor-

tance should be placed on educating plant operators as to why implementing energy-efficient tech-

nologies are viable solutions to their overall cost challenges.

Energy-efficient improvements can be made by just about any water or wastewater facility, 

regardless of its size; however, the willingness of operators to learn about these new techniques 

and equipment will be required to achieve efficient energy use and yield substantial savings. 

Moreover, operators who are armed with this knowledge may be more effective in convincing those 

who hold the purse strings of the long-term benefits of energy-efficient upgrades. 

COMING UP NEXT MONTH.. .

• Water Plant Safety and Security • Pumps
• Membrane Treatment Systems • Aeration Equipment
• Plant Profile • Filtration Systems 
• AWWA ACE.08 Show Preview • IFAT Show Preview
• Problem Solvers

Managing Energy Costs 

EDITORIALletter

Neda Simeonova, editorial director
nsimeonova@sgcmail.com

11

EDITORIAL STAFF
 Editorial Director Neda Simeonova

 Associate Editor Clare Pierson

 Associate Editor Caitlin Cunningham

 Associate Editor Stephanie Harris

 Assistant Editor Rebecca Wilhelm

 Graphic Designer Melissa Rosenquist

 Production Editor Jason Kenny

 Web Editor Adam Terese

 Web Production Editor Morgan Jeffrey

MANAGEMENT STAFF
 Director of Production  Judith H. Schmueser
 Operation jschmueser@sgcmail.com

 Manager of Prepress  Dan Soltis
 Operation dsoltis@sgcmail.com

 Circulation Director  Mike Serino
  mserino@sgcmail.com

 Traffic Coordinator Renee Fonferko
  rfonferko@sgcmail.com

 Reprint Coordinator  Adrienne Miller
  amiller@sgcmail.com

CORPORATE
 Chairman Emeritus H.S. Gillette

 Chairperson  K.S. Gillette

 Vice Chairman/COO S.G. Schultz

 President/CEO  E.S. Gillette

SALES OFFICE
6900 E. Camelback, Suite 400 • Scottsdale, AZ 85251

tel: 480.941.0510 • fax: 480.423.1443

 Vice President/Publisher  Dennis Martyka 
  dmartyka@sgcmail.com (phone x19)

 National Sales Manager   Greg Tres 
  gtres@sgcmail.com (phone x15)

 Senior Accounts Manager   Matthew Jablonka 
  mjablonka@sgcmail.com (phone x24)

 Regional Sales Manager   David Rairigh 
  drairigh@sgcmail.com (phone x25)

 Regional Sales Manager   Eric Smith 
  esmith@sgcmail.com (phone x14)

 Regional Sales Manager   Fred Ferris 
  fferris@sgcmail.com 
  (Arlington Heights office, 847.391.1003)

 Regional Sales Manager   Larry Scott 
  lscott@sgcmail.com (phone x22)

 Regional Sales Manager   Brenda Yanez 
  byanez@sgcmail.com (phone x12)

 Internet Sales Rep.   Michael Mansour 
  mmansour@sgcmail.com (phone x16)

 Classified Advertising Rep.  Donna Aly 
  daly@sgcmail.com (phone x13)

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD
 Dr. YuJung Chang HDR Engineering, Inc.

 Karen DeCampli Siemens Water Technologies

 Dawn C. Kristof Champney WWEMA

 Tom Mills Severn Trent Services

 Dr. Larry W. Moore University of Memphis

 Dr. Lev Nelik Pumping Machinery 

 Andy Richardson Greeley & Hansen, LLC

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
WATER & WASTES DIGEST is published exclusively for the 90,000+ 
decision makers in the municipal and industrial water, wastewater and 
water pollution industries. These individuals actively design, specify, buy, 
operate and maintain the equipment, chemicals and services used for 
water treatment. Editorial content in this audited publication highlights 
new products and literature concerning the supply, collection, treatment 
and distribution of drinking water; the collection, treatment and disposal 
of wastewater; and hazardous waste pollution control. Regular Product 
Emphasis and High-Tech Focus sections feature major equipment and 
systems. A product directory is included in the annual June Buyer’s Guide.

WATER & WASTES DIGEST (ISSN 0043-1141) is published monthly by 
Scranton Gillette Communications, Inc., 3030 W. Salt Creek Lane, Suite 
201, Arlington Heights, IL 60005-5025. The U.S. subscription rates are $45 
per year; single copies are $6; single copies of the June Buyer’s Guide 
are $10. Foreign subscription rates are $95 payable in U.S. currency. 
Reproduction of contents forbidden. Copyright 2008. Periodical postage 
paid at Arlington Heights, IL 60005 and additional mailing offices.

WATER & WASTES DIGEST accepts no responsibility or liability for the 
validity of information supplied by contributors, vendors, advertisers or 
advertising agencies.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to the Circulation Department
WATER & WASTES DIGEST 
3030 W. Salt Creek Lane, Suite 201
Arlington Heights, IL 60005-5025
PRINTED IN USA

SCRANTON
GILLETTE
COMMUNICCOMMUNICATIONATIONS
Business-to-business
communications for
more than 100 years

Water & Wastes Digest
3030 W. Salt Creek Lane, Suite 201
Arlington Heights, IL 60005-5025
tel: 847.298.6622 • fax: 847.390.0408
www.wwdmag.com

11_Editorial_0308.indd   1111_Editorial_0308.indd   11 3/11/08   10:02:28 AM3/11/08   10:02:28 AM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF's if you are not downloading low Res ads from AdSpring.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


