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Polyethylene Pipe Chosen for Use Under Delicate
Northwest Estuary/Aquarium

Recently the coastal city of Mewpo, Oregon, received a new
S0 million wastewater treatment plant. The plant it wall replace =
located on the opposite side of Yaquina Bay, which the city sur-
rounds. The old plant sl is used w pemp the reated refuse (o s
final destination over a mile offshore, sothe two plamts needed 10
e connected with two separate pipelines: one line w bring raw
sewage o the new plant and one line to carry the Anished refuse
back 1o the old plant.

The biggest concem of the project is the environmsent of the deli-
cate estuary of Yagquina Bay. Previously the home of Keiko the
killer whale, of Dismey's mvovic Free Willy, the Bay is now an
aguarium. Toursts are able o view marmse life in the bay from
unler the water ina twelve-fool diameter aerylic mnel.

Engineers decided the only environmentally safe way o cross
the Bay was o make two horizontal directional Bores under the bay
and pull polyethylens pipe back through, one 24-in. anxl one 2040,
kb HDPE, DR 11, “Onee PE pipe is fused you don't have any
Joints,” sabd Joe Guedon of Mewpor Public Works Depariment.
i like oawe solid piece of pipe gobng all the way undemeath the bay
(o ol it has the Mexibility vo move and shiflt without breaking.™

Both bores were just less than 3,000 feet and were perfomed by
Smit Land & Marine Inc. of Howston, Texas, They contracted Mike
Phillips of Slayden Construction, based in Stayion, Oregoen, to han-
dle their pipe neads. Slayden Construction has done the piping on a
number of wastewater planis in the Morthwest. Phillips says HDFE
pipe is being used more and more in the wastewater business and
belicves it is more cost effective.

Omce i"s there it doesn't need repairs and doesn”t oormode,” said
Phillips. “It"s a lot faster and saves man hours.” Phillips contracted
Familian Industrial Plastics Inc., based in Washouzal, Washington,
i fuse the pipe. They Raid the pipe out amd fused it together befone
the bore was perfonmead.

“We used MeElroy®s TracSiar™ MK to fuse the pipe bocause of
the Detalcsoger™ feature,” said Familian represemntative Randy
Salshemmy. “It was a erifical link in quality controd on this project.
The Datalogoer gives an instant reading of each fusion and assunes
s the weld is perfect. IF during the pullbsck the pipe would break
at @ weld. it would eost s thousands of dallars 1ooredo the bore.”

Faor furlher informalion, phone McElroy al B18-B36-8611 or wrile in
1110 on this issue’s Reader Service Card.




